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WASHINGTON, DC- Today, Rep. Mike Honda (D-CA) introduced a bill in the House of
Representatives– The Strengthen and Unite Communities with Civics Education and English
Development (SUCCEED) Act– which helps new Americans integrate into the social and
economic fabric of this country, through English language education and civics instruction.

      

"The Strengthen and Unite Communities with Civics Education and English Development Act”
said Rep Honda, “recognizes the immense contribution immigrants make to the United States.
According to the latest Census figures, nearly 20% of our population, close to 55 million people,
speaks a language other than English at home. Altogether, 8.6% of this population speaks
English ‘less than very well.’ While the English language learner population is often
characterized as solely immigrant, the reality is that the native-born English language learner
population nearly doubled between 2000 and 2005 and is increasing at a higher rate than the
immigrant population. Better preparing this workforce will unite and strengthen our country."

Throughout its history, America has benefitted greatly from immigrants. They have helped fuel
our economy through entrepreneurship and made social and cultural contributions that enable
us to better understand the rest of the world. The Strengthen and Unite Communities with Civics
Education and English Development Act provides community-based solutions that will
accelerate the integration of newcomers through increasing resources for English language
acquisition, civics, and basic education programs. The SUCCEED Act will not only help new
residents integrate into the community, but also learn the skills to become active and
contributing members to our society.

Specifically, this legislation:

    
    -  Ensures that our nation’s children and schools have adequate funding and resources for
vital literacy programs for English language learners (80 percent of which are US citizens)  

    
    -  Re-establishes the Office of Citizenship in USCIS as the Office of Citizenship and
Immigrant Integration, which would coordinate federal policies on integration and serve as a
liaison to state and local entities   

    
    -  Contextualizes English literacy instruction in lessons on the rights and responsibilities of
citizenship, naturalization proceedings, civic participation and U.S. history and government
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    -  Provide vital technical assistance and support to state and local communities seeking
strong and productive strategies to respond to newcomers.

  
    -  Makes grants available to states to establish New American Councils that bring together
business, faith, civic, philanthropic, non-profit and education stakeholders to create and
implement immigrant integration programs.
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